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LETTER TEE FIRST. 


TFT Have lately read your Addreſs to Young 
I Perſons after Confirmation, which appears to 
me to be an admirable antidote to preſerve them 
from the contagion of corrupt and wicked com- 
panions, and from the effects of their own ungovern- 
ed s, and certainly well adapted to excite 
them to the conſcientious practice of the duties of a 
Chriſtian. . Every good man muſt heartily wiſh it 
may anſwer, in the fulleſt manner, your benevolent 
intention. It is indeed, in my opinion, moſt worthy 
the attentive peruſal of all perſons of every de» 
nomination. 1 . 
But tho' I heartily approve of the general tendency 

of your Addreſs, yet the account which you have 
mentioned of the holy Spirit being now. given to 
men, and of its operation on their minds, appears to 
me- to have no foundation in the New Teſtament. 
We think (ſays your Lordſhip) we have the au- 
thority of Scripture in ſaying that God ſtill continues 
to work in us, both to will and to do of his good plea» 
lure; to give his holy Spirit to them that aſk him; but 
the manner in which the holy Spirit gives his aſſiſt- 
ance to faithful and pious perſons is not attended 
with any certain ſign of its being given it is ſecret 
and unknown, you cannot diſtinguiſh the working 
by which he helpeth our infirmities, from the ordinary 
operations of your own minds.” + 
As I conſider the clear underſtanding of this ſub- 
Jett (for reaſons which I ſhall hereafter have occaſion 
to mention to your Lordſhip) of great importance 

AY ; to 


— 


to the promotion of rational religion, I beg leave to 
examine with freedom, but at the ſame time with be- 
_ coming reſpect, what your Lordſhip hath here ad- 
* vyanced, by that common ſtandard to which we both 
appeal in ſupport of the opinions we have received. 
As I ſhall have frequent occaſion, in comparing 
and contraſting the ſeveral relations cantained in the 
New Teſtament with your account of mens” receiv- 
ing the Spirit, and its operation in them, to have 
reference to your own words, your Lordſhip will 
perceive that it is for the ſake of perſpicuity, and on 
that account readily excuſe the repetition. 
Ik Ike language and manner of cnpretien; of the . 
ſacred writers concerning the Spirit, and its operation 
in Chrift's diſciples, being conſiderably different, I 
Hall collect thoſe that are ſimilar, in order to com- 
preſs the ſubject, and throw as much light upon it 
as I am able; but previous to this I ſhall beg leave to 
- Rate to your Lordſhip a few paſſages from the Acts 
ot the Apoſtles, clearly deſcribing the giving the 
Spirit-to the diſciples of- Chriſt- after his aſcenſion, 
and the effects of its operation in them. The-firſt 
is chap. viii. 14—17, Now when the apoſtles which 
= were at Jeruſalem heard that Samaria had received 
the word of God, they ſent unto them Peter and 
John, who, when they were come down, prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt (for 
as yet he was fallen upon none of them, only they 
vere baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus), Then 
laid they their hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Ghoſt. While Peter ſpakę theſe words contained 
in the foregoing verſes, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all 
them, Cornelius, &c. that heard the word. When 
they ſpake with tongues, and magnified God. x. 44 
47. See xi. 16, 17. xx. 8. When the twelve men 
at Epheſus heard what Paul preached to them, they 
c were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus; and 
when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy 
| | 0 
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Ghoſt came on them, and they ſpake with bestes | 
and propheſied. xix. 4, 5, 6. „ 
I preſume, my Lord, that there cannot be the 
leaſt doubt that theſe converts received the Spirit, 
and which they were certain of from its internal 
| ration in them. For their having received it 
was ſo evident to Simon, as it reſpects thoſe at Sa- 
maria, that he offered the apoſtles, but not Philip, 
money, to give him the ſame power to impart the 
Spirit to others. And Peter and his fix brethren 
were witneſſes that Cornelius and his friends received 
the Spirit when they heard them ſpeak with. tongues 
and magnify God. 
Tour "Lordſhip will doubtleſs be of opinion that 
theſe inſtances relate to the extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit, and therefore do not apply to the common 
gifts of the Spirit, which Chriſtians, you obſerve, 
now expect to receive. Here then lies the difference 
between us; Your Lordſhip admits a diſtinction 
between the ordinary and extraordinary influences of 
the Spirit; but to me there appears to be no proof 
of any ſuch diſtinction in the New Teſtament. This, 
I hope to be able diſtinctly to ſnew, and if I am ſuc- 
ceſsful, the inſtances now mentioned, will (without 
repeating them again) form a part of the evidence that 
there is really no ſuch diſtinction. R 
The application of the preceding relations, of im- 
parting the holy Spirit to believers, and its inward 
operation on their minds, will more fully be illuſ- 
trated by a ſelection of ſuch paſſages that mention 
the Spirit as dwelling or abiding in them; andlike- 
wiſe by noticing ſome of the ends that were anſwered 
by it. To the Chriſtians at Rome the Apoſtle writes, 
that the righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled 
in us who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spi- 
rit, For they that are after the fleſh do mind the 
things of the fleſh ; but they that are after the Spirit, 
the things of the Spirit. But ye are not in the be 
| t 
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in you, now if any man has not the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
be is none of his, Bur if the ſpirit of him that raiſed 
Chriſt; from the dead dwell in you, he that raiſed 


bodies by his ſpirit that: dwelleth in you. Rom. viii. 
* 32.95 Tho! 5460 

The Apoſtle 1 e 
theſe words: Know ye not, that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the fpirit of God dwelleth in vou? What 
know ye nat that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, which ia in you, which ye have of God? 
See 1 Epheſ. iii. 16. vi. 19. Epheſ. ii. 21, 22. The 
| anaftle John, writing to believers in Chriſt, tells them, 


all things; the anointing which ye have received of 


him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man 
teach 


you ; but as the fame anointing teacheth you of 
all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it 
hath taught you, ye ſhall abide. in him. He that 
keepeth his commandments'dwellerh' in him, and he 
in him, and hereby we know that he abideth in us by 


the ſpirit which he hath given us; hereby we know 


that we dwell in him; and he in us, becauſe he hath 
given us of his . 1 John ii. 20, 27. iii. 24. 
iv. 13. In the firſt epiſtle of Peter iv. 13, he writes 
to the ſcattered Gentile converts in theſe words: If ye 
be reproached for the name of Chriſt happy are ye, for 
the ſpirit of glory, and of God, reſteth upon you. 

| "Theſe relations, my Lord, which the Apoſtles have 
given of the Spirit dwclling or abiding in the diſciples 
of Chriſt, are founded on numerous and indifputable 
2 and are clearly exemplified in Peter and "John' $ 
irting the ſpirit to the converts of Samaria, and at 
Exheſevs by Paul, already quoted. They evidently 
mew, that ao countenance is there given to the idea 
which your Lordſhip entertains, namely, that the man- 


ner in which the holy Spirit ves his aſſiſtance to 
faithful 
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bur in the Spiritz if fo be that the ſpirit of God duc 


up Cb 
up Chriſt from the dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal | 


es his ed at Corinth in | 


ye have an anchor from the holy one, and ye know 
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unknown and is not diſtinguiſhed in its working from 
the ordinary operations of a man's own mind. Beſides; 


it ſeems exceeding difficult: to conceive how yout 2 


der or "ua man, can have juſt ground to believe - 
tit doth really help his infirmities, while 
3 me 8 that it is not arrended 
with any certain ſign of its being given; that on the _ 
contrary, it is ſecret and unknown, and its working i is 
not diſtinguiſhed end the Nr operitiom of his | 
own mind. 

2 „1 think, ſafely be left to your Lond 
judge 5 this repreſentation of feceiving the Spi · 
rit, and its operation in men, doth or not . — with 
the obvious language of the Apoſtles juſt quoted. If 
it does not, I apprehend the conſequence ts both ob 
vious and juſt, that your ſtatement does not cotnpor 
with, or is countenanced by them. 

But 1 go on to quote ſome paſſages, wherdia the 
Spirit is faid to be a Teal to thoſe who received it, and 
ao an earneſt to them of the inhefitance, until the re- 
demption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion. In whom ye 
alſo truſted ( in Chriſt) after that ye heard the word of 
the truth of the 1 of your ſalvation, in whom alſo 
after that ye believed, - ye were ſealed with that holy 
Spirit of p Na ere is Ker earneſt er _ 
rr] until on of the cffion 
unto che praiſe of his glory; EpheCk. 13, he Grieve 
not the holy ſpirit of God, whereby' ye afe ſealed 
unto the hy of redemption. Paul, as I apprehend, 
ſpeaking principally of himſelf, fark Got hath ſealed 
us, and given the earneſt, of the FEE in.our hearts, 
2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. . 

A fact already produced concerning the converts at 
Epheſus, will convey a clear idea of-the Spirit being 
a ſeal, and an earneft to them. If that ſhould not be 
oy ſatisfactory, Iwill add Paul's words to them, Ephe- 


flans 
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together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord; 


in whom ye — are builded — for an habitation 


of God, through the Spirit. See alſo 111. 15, 16, 1), 
as. Mr. Locke's. comment on the word ſealed, is, 
«« God's mark is ſit upon you, that you are his ſervants 
a ſecurity to you that, you ſhall be admitted into his 
| Kingdom at c day of redemption, whereof the Spirit 
is an earneſt. \ 

But if, according to your Lordſhip! s account, that 
the manner in which the holy Spirit gives his aſſiſtance 
'to en is not attended with any certain ſign of its be- 
| ven, that it is ſecret and unknown, and its work. 

not diſtinguiſhed from the ordinary operations 
ing a man's own. mind; I preſume it could not be poſ. 
ſible for thoſe Chriſtians, or the Apoſtles, to know they 
were ſealed with the holy Spirit, and that it was an ear · 
neſt to them, or that they were the temple of God i in 
whom it dwelt. But admitting the operation of it in 
thoſe Chriſtians to be well known to them, by their 
own inward experience, the above quotations are per- 
fectly intelligible, and need no further comment or 
illuſtration. 


But Iwill further add the . words of the 


Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Romans and Galatians: 
For ye have not received the ſpirit of bondage again 
to, fear, but ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba, Father, Rom. viii. 15. Chriſt 
was ſent to redeem them that were under the law, that 
we might receive the adoption of ſons, and becauſe ye 
are ſons, God hath ſent farth the ſpirit of his Son into 
- your hearts, crying, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 7, 8.“ 


A learned writer obſerves, that the title Abba was not al- 
lowed to be uſed by ſlaves when addrefling the head of the fa- 
mily;- applying this to the Gentile Chriſtians, who had been 
Raves to Sin, | Rom. vi. 18, 20. There is a great beauty and 


force in their now being permitted to uſe Abba, Father, av 


children of God their Father, | 
Or, 


Rlans ii; 21, 42. „ whom all the — ficly framed 
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Or, as the Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf, ili. 26, 27. For 
ye are all. the children of God by faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus 3, for en of.you as were baptized unto 
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Mr. Locke's ſenſible note on chap. iv. 6. is this: 
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« The, force of the argument ſeems to lie in this, 
| that as he that has the Spirit of a man in him, has 
| the evidence that he is the fon of man; ſo he that 
hath the Spirit of God, has thereby an aſſurance that 
he is the ſon of God.” The Apoſtle aſks them, chap. 
jü. 2, 5, whether they had received the Spirit by 
obeying. the law or the goſpel, and alſo whether he 
miniſtered. it to 1 as a preacher of the law, or of 
the goſpel, which clearly and fully proves that they, 
as, well as himſelf, knew with as much certainty. 
they had received the Spirit, as that it was by their, 


„. 7. 
3 at 
weſt 
aſfure: 


5 red ben that heros ep kildren of God, and 
joint heits with Chrift : one was 95 Spirit of dop- 
tion, whereby they cryed Abba, Fäther; and the 
other was their own Spirit. The latter, I preſume, 
none will doubt but they perceived they had; but 
the writer affirms they had the former alſo, and that 
they were two witneſſes in them, were the 
children of God, and joint heirs with hriſt. But 
it 28 Lordſhip's' enen of the working of 
irit in men expreſſes the real meaning of. the 
Apolle! in the paſſages, [ have quoted, it is, in my 
. certain that neither the Apoftle nor they 
could know they had more than qne witneſs, i. e. 
their own S Irit, becauſe you obſerve that the work» 
ing of the Spirit in men is not to be diſtingviſned 
from the ordinary operation of their dn mind. 
© Thete are a few texts wherein the witneſs of the 
Spirit with man's ſpirit is mentioned, though not on 
the ſame ſubject, which I will quote, that may tend 
to illuſtrate the words of the Apoſtle. Oge is, ix: 1, 
2. wherein he expteſſes his forrow for the unbelicf 
of his Jewiſh Steinen in thefe words: I fay the 
truth in Chriſt; I lie not; my conſtiegpe alſo bear- 
ing me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt. Here his con- 
ſcience and the Holy Gbol were the two witneſſes 
to his ſorow for them, that it was unfeigned. The 
other text is Acts xx. 23. When addteffing himſelf 
to the elders of the chanths of Epheſus, he ſaith; 
Save that the Holy Ghoſt witnelierk in every city, 
faying that bonds and afflictions abide me. Another 
paſſage 1s v. 32. And we (the Apoſtles) are witneſſes 
of theſe things, that is of Chriſt's death and reſur- 
1 1 and ſo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt the latter 
witneſs whom God hath hoon to them that obey 
bim. For a like end Peter urged to the Jews (after 


: the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſtles, 
ji. 33) that Chriſt being Eke at the right Rand - 
God, 


en. Ae ie. iDDco ooo = ._ ao S orc a. iow} i... r..cmec. 


Chriſtians he wrote to, and the firſt is 


158 11 "x" 5 

_ -having 1 of the Father the b 
the n Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this ch . 

now ſee and hear. See ii. 112, 
The Spirit being giyen todiſciples, it alſo ite 


Chriſt's reſurrection; but the A oltle could not know | | 
this, unleſs its pts and operation in them were evi= 


dent in its effects to others as well, 90. chemſelves.— 5 
But if their having roceiyed the Spirit was not cer- 
tainly known to themſelves, it could not poſſibly be a 


witneſs to others, eſpecially of Chriſt's refurre@ion, 


But, admitting;the gift of the Spirit in its effects We 


evident to others as well as to themſelves, i it N a9 


to perceive the nature and force of that 1 8 5 5 
ch to the 


theſe paſſages agrees what the Apoſtle ſai 


believers at Rome, viii. 7. If any — have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of his; but if they could 
not diſtinguiſh the working of the Spirit from the 
ordinary operation of their own mind, it appears to 
me to be impoſſible that they could be aſſured they 


were Chriſt's ; but it is 45 admitted, if what 1 


plead for is juſtly founded. 
I mall beg * to add Paul's T, to the 
Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians xi. 4. For if he that cometh Fee I 
eth another Jeſus which we, i, e. I, have not preached, 
or if ye receive another Spirit which ye have not re- 
92 or another goſpel which ye have not ac- 
d, ye might Bs bear with him, This appeal 
25 them to judge between his miniſtry and that of 
the falſe Apoſtle, contains three things; firſt, another 


Jeſus; 2 another 8 irit; and third, another 


goſpel. I preſume that there is no perſon who un- 
erſtands the Apoſtle's deſign in this chapter, but 
will readily admit theſe Chriſtians knew wich cer- 
tainty, that the 1 alluded to had not preached 
to them another Jeſus, or another goſpel of Chriſt, 


or n 50 them another Spirit; but if I 
1 . 


— 


often tranſcribed, is admitted as applicable to them, 
L may with. | 


= 1 


of the Sp 


had communicated ir to them, and therefore that he 
only was the genuine Apoſtle of Chriſt, and conſe- 
queatly that they ought to adhere to him alone, 
which was the very end he had in view in this appeal 
to them, and the evidence of which they were cer- 
tain of, from their exerciſing the gifts o the Spirit, 
The other text is contained in his letter to the 
Chriſtians at Galatea, iii. 2, 5. This only would I 
learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of 
the law, or by the hearing of faith? He there- | 
fore that miniſtereth' to you the Spirit, and worketh | 
,-. Miracles among you, doth he it by the works of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith? A report ſeems to 
have been propagated in this church, probably by 
Judaizers, and admitted as true, or at leaft probable, 
that he had preached among the Gentiles that they 
ought to be circumciſed, and keep the law of Moſes, 
the ſuppreſſion of which he ſaw was of much conſe- 
quence to his character and miniſtry, as the Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, In alluſion to this he aſks them two 
queſtions ; one was, whether they had received the 
Spirit upon their obeying the law or the goſpel ? * | 
Ko ' e Other 
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them the Spirit as a preacher of the law, or of che 
| goſpel of Chriſt f he had preached to them the 
Jatter only, and in their obedience thereto they had, 
ough his miniſtry, received the Spirit, it was a a plain 
roof that the report could not then have any Juſt 
zundation, and to prove that it was not then true, he 
brings his evidence in the preceding chapter. I preſume 
there is no perſon_who deliberately attends to the 
ſubject, but will readily own theſe Chriſtians were 
competent judges; - whether the Apoſtle had preached 
to them the law of Moſes, - or the goſpel of Chriſt, 
But, my Lord, if we admit your account of the opera- 
tion of the Spirit 1 in men, I have often referred to as - 
coincident with that contained in the New Teſtament, 
I may preſume to ſay with confidence, that the queſ- 
tion reſpecting their having received the Spirit by 
him, that they could not, upon any rational or experi- 
mental evidence, decide in his favour; nor indeed 
could he have expected i it, or even put the queſtion to. 
_ them, with any propriety. But if the foregoing ac- 
count of the operation of the Spirit in Chriſt's diſci- 
ples 1 is juſtly founded, it will obviate every difficulty. 
But I beg leave to offer another text to your Lord- 


| ſhip's conſideration, in the II. Epiſ. to the church f il 


Corinth, ni. 2, 3. Ye are our epiſtle, written in our 
hearts, Tnobn and read of all men: foraſmuch as ye 
are manifeſtly declared to be the epiſtle of Chriſt 


miniſtered by us, written not with ink, but with the 
Spirit of the living God, not on tables of ſtone, but 
on the fleſhly tables of the heart. In which words he 
declares not only that they were his epiſtle, and alſo 
Chriſt's epiſtle, but it was known and read of all men, 
i. e. at Corinth, and elſ{gwhere, by their having had the 


Spirit miniſtered to them by him. But if your repre= . 


ſentation of receiving the Spirit, and its working in men, 
is admitted to be really coincident with the true ſenſe 


of the OO" in this and other paſſages' I have 
quoted, 


| *E 7 14 ) q 3 
at "PR to me to be impoſſible, that Tn. 
Tide epiſtle, could be known and read of all men, 
becauſe you have Yeclared that men cannot diſti nguiſh 
the working of the Spirit in helping their one, 
| from the ordinary Operations of their own mind. If 
your opinion is truly ſcriptural, I am at an entire loſs 
to conceive how this epiſtle, as he calls it, could be 
known and read of all men, or even to the Apoſtle 
himſelf. | But if your Lordſhip and the: reader turns 
to the firſt Epiſtle, xii. xiv. — to verſes 239 
24» 25, it will appear obvious after what manner it 
was known and read of all men, and add i. 4, 5, 6. 

I am ſtill inclined to conſider ſome other texts, 
which Lapprehend will illuſtrate and corroborate the 
Plain meaning of the preceding. Luke relates of the 
oonverts of 2 Antioch, that they were filled with j Joy 
and with the Holy Ghoſt. Lord Barrington, i in his 
Miſcellanea "agg Eſſay the firſt, is of Opinion that 
at fell on them as on Cornelius and his company, with⸗ 
out the Apoſtle's praying and laying his hands on 
them, who, as he endeavours to proye, were the firſt 
converts from among the idolatrous Gentiles. The 

Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf to the Chriſtians 'at Rome, 
Liv. 17, in abet words: For the kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink; (ſee the whole chapter) but 

righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
And to the Theſſalonians: And ye became followers 
of us and of the Lord, having received the word in 
much affliction, (ſee ii. 14, 15, 16) with joy of the 
Holy Ghoſt. I. Theſ. i. 6. Of ſimilar import are the 
words of Luke, Acts ix. 31, ſpeaking of the diſciples 
in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, that they were edified 
and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the com. 
W the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied, 
your Lan s flatement of receiving the holy 

Spir rh 8 men at this day is perfectly conſormable to 
8 New Teſtament account of it, I preſume it will 
n -be an unſurmountable Oy. to conceive or explain 


how 


— 

3 mir 05.6 „ on 

LS . 4 11 p — -- > 
, 7-B 


1 82 
1 


4 


Wann 


41 Nr "= 
a 9 


4 


, 


r / 


CHF oY 
how iteſs-perſons could be filed wich. joy upon hath 
tecctwing the holy Spirit, or the 9 walk in the 
comfort of it, if, as you obſerve, its working in men 


i not diſtinguiſhed from the ordinary operation of 


their own mind; but if what 1 amn pleading for 1 is ad- 
mitted, every diſeulty vaniſhes. 


There are two texts more, which I beg leave to 


cite here; the firſt is Epheſ. iv. go the other is 
E Theſ. v. 19. Of the former it appears plain, from 
what has already been: ſtared, that the ſealing of the 
Spirit was clearly known and diſtinguiſhed by them, 
and conſequently-that in the latter they would certainly 
know when they had quenched it by an unholy con- 
duct, and was departed from them ſor it ſeems not 


conceivable how they could put out the -Ight of the _ 


Spirit which they never experienced! 
I wilt cite only a few texts more, in which i is re- 
lated the fruits of the Spirn, by its reaching the dif- 
ciples of Chriſt their duty. That the righteouſneſs 
the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. For they that 


are after the fleſh, do mind the things: of the fleſh ; 


but they that are after the Spirit, the things of the 
Spirit. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall die ; but if 

ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye ſhall live. For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the fons of God. Rom. viii. 
4, 5, 13, 14. Tothe Chriftians of Galatia he writes, 
v. 16—23, 25. In theſe verſes the Apoſtle contraſts 
the fruits or works of the- fleſh with thoſe of the 
Spirit, by its teaching them love, &c. and adds, If 


we hve in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Spirit. vi. 


9. To the Epheſian Chriſtians lie writes, F or ye were 
ſometimes darkneſs, but now are ye light in the * 
Lordi; walk as children of light, for the fruit of the 
Spirit is in all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and 


truth, proving what is acceptable unto the Lords 


v. * 9,.10, The Apoſtle Jolm, writing ta his fellow 
diſciples 


* "= 


diſciples, ſays to them, Ye have an unction (that is 
the holy Spirit) from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things. The anointing which ye have received of 
him, abideth in you, and ye need not that any 
man teach you, but as the ſame anointing teacheth 
you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye ſhall abide in him. 
I. John, ii. 20, 27. That by the Spirit believers were 
taught of God, is farther evident from I. Cor. xiv. See 
alſo Acts x. 18, xi. 12, xi. 2. I will now juſt reca- 
pitulare the prineipal things contained in the foregoing 
citations: The Spirit dwelt in them, and alſo quick- 
ened them They were the temple of the Holy Ghoſt 
By the Spirit God dwelt in them, and they in him 
Ahe Spitit was a ſeal and earneſt to them of the, 
urchaſed inheritance—By it they cryed Abba, Father, 

| Brieg received the Spirit of adoption—It alſo wit- 
neſſed with their ſpirit-that they were the children of 
God, and joint heirs with - Chriſt—By the gifts 
of the Spirit, and its feveral manifeſtations, it wit- 
neſſed Chriſt's reſurrection— The Apoſtle .appeals to 
his brethren at Corinth and Galatia, to judge concern- 
ing his apoſtolical character, by his having imparted 
to them the holy Spirit—The Spirit imparted by Paul 
to Chriſt's diſciples at Corinth, was his and Chriſt's 
letter or epiſtle, and written in their hearts with the 
Spirit of the living God Chriſtians are exhorted not 
to grieve nor quench the Spirit Finally they are 
directed to walk by the Spirit, and to bring forth the 

fruits of it, as being thereby taught the will of God. 
Il QWill here juſt obſerve, that theſe ſeveral internal 
operations of the Spirit, and the effects which were 
produced and known by experience to thoſe Chriſ- 
- tians, do not appear to me in the leaſt to apply to your 
Lordſhip's opinion of the operation of the Spirit I 

have before tranſcribed. © 7... 

Tour Lordſhip hath obſerved, “ The holy Spirit 
we know gave his aſſiſtance in an extraordinary manner 
8 | : „„ 


* 
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to the firſt preachers of the goſpel, and they were ſure 
bol his dwelling in them by the power of ſpeaking with 
new tongues, and by the other gifts he diſtributed to 
them But moſt of thoſe many inſtances already 
quoted of the holy Spitit being given, and the mita- 
culous gifts include new converts to Chrift only, and 
not the minifters of the goſpel. In ſupport of this I 
ſhall quote the words of that ſingularly ingenious 
writer, Lord Barrington, Eflay Firſt, who fays, “ If, 
after all this, any one ſhould be of opinion that the 
Apoſtles did not confer theſe gifts (i. e. miraculous 
_'gifts) on all believers when they came, I deſire he 
would let me know by what rule he can prove, or even 
ſuggeſt with any probability, that the Apoſtles govern- 
ed themſelves in conferring theſe gifts on ſome where 
they came, and not on others. They who imagine 
that the Apoſtles conferred the Holy Ghoſt on the 
Biſhops, Preſbyters, and Deacons; of on Paſtors, 
Teachers, and Elders, as a diſtin& order of men from 
the brethren or belie vers, don't read the ſcriptures 
with that freedom from the prepoſſeſſion of modern 
ſyſtems, or modern practice, which becomes the dif- 
ciples of Chriſt, much leſs with that knowledge of 
the ſtate of things in the times of the Apoſtles, which 
they muft have who will make themſelves maſters of 
them.” I will juft ſubjoin the Apoſtle's words, I. Cor. 
X11. 13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free, and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit. 

[ will how, my Lord, attempt further to prove from 
the New Teſtament, that the diſtinction you have 
ſtated between the miraculous gifts of the Spirit, 
which you juſtly obſerve were given to the miniſters 
of Chriſt, and your after account of its being given 
to men at this day, and its operation in them, hath not 
any foundation in thoſe writings ; to which purpole I 

judge it to be expedient to produce all' the promiſes -- 
| C tne 
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the Spirit made reſpecting Chriſt's diſciples, that are 
recorded therein, and then to collect every paſſage in 

which is related its being given to them, and its va- 

rious gifts and operations, and the ends thoſe pifts 
anſwered to themſelves, and to other perſons. 


The firſt promiſe of the Spirit is by John Baptiſt, 
Matt. iii. 11. I indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance ; but he that cometh after me, ſhall baptize 


you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire. To this 


Jeſus refers, Acts, i. 4. For John truly baptized 
with water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt not many days hence. Compare Peter's words, 
xi. 16, Jeſus ſaid to his diſciples, But when they (the 


governors, &c.) ſhall deliver you up, take no thought 


how or what ye ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall be given you 
in that ſame hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. For it is not 
ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit of my Father that ſpeaketh 
in you. Matt. x. 19, 20. Settle it therefore in your 
hearts not to meditate before what ye ſhall anſwer; 
For I will give you a mouth and wiſdom which all 
your adverſaries ſhall not be able to gainſay or reſiſt, 
Luke xx1. 14, 15. Mark xi. 11. See Acts vi. 10. 
Jeſus ſaid, He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture 


hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living 


water ; but this ſpake he of the Spirit which they that 


believe on him ſhould receive, for the Holy Ghoſt was 


not yet given, becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified, 
John vii. 38, 39. In a converſation NN had with 
his Apoſtles a little while before his death, he ſaid to 
them, I will pray the Father, and he ſhall give you 
another comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive becauſe it neither ſees nor knows him, but ye 
ſhall know him, for he ſhall dwell with you, and ſhall 
be in you. John xiv. 16, 17, 26. But when the 
comforter 1s. come, whom I will ſend unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth which proceedeth 
from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me. = 26, 

| | ever- 
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Nevertheleſs I tell you the truth: It is expedient 
for you that I go away, for if I go not away the 
comforter will not come unto you; bur if I depart 
] will ſend him unto you, and when he is come he 
wil! reprove the world of fin and of righteouſneſs, * 
and of judgement, &c: Howbeit, when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth, for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, but whatſo- 
ever he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak, and will ſhew 
you things to come. He ſhall glorify me, for he 
ſha'l receive of mine, and ſhew it unto you. xvi. 
711, 13, 14, 15. After Jeſus was riſen, he directed 
his Apoſtles to wait at Jeruſalem for the promiſe of 
the Father, which, ſaith he, ye have heard of me. 
For John truly baptized with water, but ye ſhall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many days hence, 
Ye ſhall receive power after that the Holy Ghoſt is 


come upon you, and ye ſhall teſtify of me, &c. Acts 


i. 4, 5, 8. On the day of pentecoſt they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 11. 
1—4. Therefore Chriſt being at the right hand of 
God, exalted and having received of the Father the 
promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this 
which ye now ſee and hear. v. 33. Peter tells the 
convicted Jews, that they ſhould repent and be bap- 
tized for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; for the promiſe is to 
you ag our children, and to all that are afar off, 


even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. v. 38, 


39. In the former part of this diſcourſe, Peter 
quoted a propheſy of the Spirit by Joel, ſaying, 
This is that which was ſpoken by the prophet Joel, 
and it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt days (ſaith God) 
I will pour out of my ſpirit upon all fleſh, and your 
ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſy, and on my 
handmaidens I will pour out in thoſe days of my 
Spirit, and they ſhall propheſy. verſes 16, 17, 18. 


See Gal. iii. 14. Epheſ. i. 13. That in theſe ſeveral 
C 2 promiſes 


&, + 
promiſes of the Spirit to Chriſt's diſciples, variouſly 
expreſſed, there is not the leaſt diſtinction made or 
alluded to between extraordinary and ordinary gifts 
of the Spirit, ſimilar with that your Lordſhip hath 
offered, is unqueſtionably obvious at ſight, and 
therefore needs no farther proof. 

I ſhall now proceed to tranſcribe the paſſages, 
beſides thoſe I have cited, wherein are mentioned 
the giving the Spirit to diſciples, or their receiving 
it, and the effects produced thereby. Having then 
gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, whether propheſy, let us propheſy according 
to the proportion of the faith; or miniſtry, let us 
wait on our miniſtering; or he that teacheth, on 
teaching ; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation, &c. 
Rom. xii. 4—8. In his letter to the Epheſians he 
expreſſes himſelf differently. When Chriſt aſcended, 
he gave gifts unto men, and he gave ſome apoſtles, 
and ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, and ſame. 
paſtors, and teachers, for the perſecting the ſaints, 
for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying the 
body of Chriſt. chap. iv. 8, 10, 11, 12. To the 
Chriſtians at Corinth he writes, Now there are diver- 
fities of gifts, but the ſame Spirit; and there are 
differences of adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord ; 
and there are diverſities of operations, but it is the 
ſame God which worketh all in all. But the mani- 
feſtation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word 
of wiſdom, to another the word of knowledge by the 
ſame Spirit, to another faith by the ſame Spirit, 
to another the gift of healing by the ſame Spirit, 
to another the working of miracles, to another 
propheſy, to another diſcerning of ſpirits, to ano- 
ther divers kinds of tongues, to another the in- 
terpretation of tongues, But all theſe worketh that 
one and the ſelf ſame Spirit, dividing to every man 
ſeverally as he will. I. Epiſ. xii. 4—11. In chapter 
Liv. the Apoſtle directs them in the exerciſe of peru 

Sitts 
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gifts in theſe words: How is it then, brethren ? when 
ye come together, every one of you hath a pſalm, 
" hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation; Let all things be done ta 
edifying. If avy man ſpeak in an unknown tongue, 
let it be by two, qr at the moſt by three, and that by 
courſe, and let one interpret. But if there be no 
interpreter, let him keep ſilence in the church, and 
let him ſpeak to himſelf and to God. Let the 
prophets ſpeak two or three, and let the other judge. 
If any thing be revealed to another that ſetteth by, 
let the firſt hold his peace; For ye may all propheſy 
ane by one, that all may learn, and all may be com- 
forted. And the ſpirits of the prophets are ſubject 
to the prophets; For God is nat the author of con- 
feſſion, but of peace, as in ail the chuiches of the 
ſaints. * Wherefore, brethren, cover to propheſy, 
and forbid not to ſpeak with tongues. Let ail things 
be dane decently and in arder. eng 
Peter, writing to the Gentile Chriſtians, addreſſed 
them in theſe words: As every man hath received 
the gift, even ſo miniſter the fame, as good ſtewards 
of the manifold grace of God. If any man ſpeak, let 
him ſpeak as the oracles of God ; if any man miniſter, 
let him do it as of the ability which God giveth; that 
God in all things may be glorified, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. I. Epiſ. iv. 10, 11. Paul, writing to his 
brethren at Corinth, ſaith, I thank my God always on 
your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you 
by Jeſus Chriſt, that in every thing ye are enriched 
by him in all utterance and in all knowledge, even as 
the teſtimony of Chriſt was confirmed in you, ſo that 
ye came behind. in no gift. I. Epiſt. i. 4—7. To the 
Roman believers the Apoſtle writes, Likewiſe the 
Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities, for we know not 
what we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
itſelf maketh interceſſion for us, with groanings which 
cannot be uttered, and he that ſearcheth the hearts 
| | knoweth 
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knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, becauſe he 
maketh interceſſion for the ſaints according to the 


will of God. chap. viii. 26, 27. To the Epheſians 


he writes, Be filled with the Spirit, ſpeaking to your- 
ſelves in pſalms, &c. to the Lord. v. 18, 19. The 
Apoſtle Jude exhorts his brethren, But ye, beloved, 
building up yourſelves on your moſt holy faith, pray- 
ing in the Holy Ghoſt, v. 20. Paul, writing to 
Timothy, ſaith, For God hath not given us the Spirit 
of fear, but of power and of love, and of a ſound 
mind. II. Epiſ. i. 7, 14. And to Titus he expreſſes 
himſelf in theſe words: Not by works of righteous- 
neſs which we have done, but according to his mercy 
he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us abun- 
dantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. ii. 5. 6. 
God alfo bearing them (the miniſters of the goſpel) 
witneſs, both with ſigns and wonders, and with divers 
miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
his own will. Rom. xv. 19. Heb. ii. 4. and chap. 


vi. 4, he faith, For it is impoſſible for thoſe who were 


once enlightned, and have taſted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, Peter, 
writing to his Gentile brethren, addreſſes them as 
elect, according to the fore-knowledge of God the 
Father, through ſanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience. i. 2. And farther tells them, Seeing ye have 
Purified your ſouls 1n obeying the truth, through the 
Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren. v. 22. 
Agreeable to which are Paul's words to the Theſſa- 


lonians, II. Epiſ. ii 13. But we are bound to give 


thanks alway to God for you, brethren, beloved of the 
Lord, becauſe God hath, from the beginning, choſen 

ou to ſalvation, through ſanctification of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth. To the Corinthians he writes 
after this manner, I. Epiſ. vi. 11. And ſuch were 
ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, 


but ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord 2 
an 


».* 


and by the Spirit of our God. The Apoſtle, writing 
to the Chriſtians at Theſſalonica, ſays, He therefore 
that diſpiſeth, diſpiſeth not man, but God, who hath - 
alſo given unto us his holy Spirit. I. Epiſ. iv. 8, 

Concerning ſome diſciples at Antioch, as Barnabas, 
&c. it is related that as they miniſtred to the Lord, 
and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeparate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them; 
fo they being ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt, departed. 
Acts xiii. 1—4. | 

In the preceding citations of the promiſes of the 
Spirit, and thoſe which I have juſt produced, and in 
the foregoing pages, of the Spirit being given to the 
miniſters of Chriſt, and to all other of his diſciples, 
and the exerciſe of them, it is evident they are in- 
tirely deſtitute of the leaſt diſtinction between the ex- 
traordinary or miraculous gifts of the Spirit, and the 
ordinary gifts of it, as repreſented by your Lordſhip. 
Nay, there does not appear to me to'be even an allu- 
ſion to ſuch a diſtinction; ſo far from it, that they 
contain an invariable relation of the former only. But 
even ſuppoſing there was ſuch a diſtinction as your 
Lordſhip repreſents, yet they would both be confined, 
equally alike, to the days of the Apoſtles, becauſe 
they only of all the miniſters of Chriſt had the ex- 
cluſive power of imparting whatever gifts of the Spirit 
were received by the diiciples of Chriſt, except when 
the Holy Spirit was ſhed down on any of them, as on 
the Apoſtles, and on Cornelius and his friends, as, I 
preſume, I ſhall now make clearly appear. If in 
your Lordſhip's diſtinction of the gift of the Spirit, 
as given to the primative miniſters of Chriſt, and to 
men at this day, you deſigned to repreſent the opinion 
perſons have of receiving the Spirit, and its operation 
in men at this day, it is juſtly applicable. 

This opinion of the Spirit will be corroborated 
and illuſtrated by ſhewing that imparting it to be- 
lievers in Chriſt, is confined to the Apoſtle's days only, 
becauſe 
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becauſe they alone appear to have the excluſive power 


to conſer it on them, excepting when it was poured 


out on ſuch perſons as I juſt now mentioned, and, 


as I apprehend with Lord Barrington, on Paul; for 


there is not the leaſt mention that Ananias conferred 
it on him. The firſt text I will offer in ſupport of 
my opinion is, Acts viii. 14—17. In theſe verſes 
Luke takes notice, that when the Apoſtles at Jeruſa- 
lem -heard that Samaria had received the word of 
God, as verſes 6, 12, they ſent unto them Peter 
and John, who, when they came down, prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt ; (for 


as yet he was fallen upon none of them, ) only th 


were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus ; then 
laid they their hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Ghoſt. Upon Simon's ſeeing that the Holy 
Ghoſt was given them, he offered the Apoſtles money 


to inveft him with the ſame power to impart the 


Holy Ghoſt to others. This plain relation of a fact 
in conferring the Holy Ghoſt by the-Apoſtles only, 
evidently proves, that both the Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, 


and Philip, knew that the power of imparting the ö 


holy Spirit belonged to them only, and not to Philip, 
though he was full of the Holy Ghoſt, was an evan- 


geliſt, preached the word of God, and worked great 


miracles, which Simon wondered at ſeeing. For if 
the Apoſtles had known that he had a like power 
with themſelves, there 1s no probable reaſon to be 
aſſigned from the context, or any part of Luke's 
hiſtory, why Philip did not confer the Holy Ghoſt 
on them, as well as baptize them. But ſeeing the 


X Apoſtles ſent Peter and John to perform that ſervice, 


in which Philip took no part, it proves it was not 
included in his miniſterial office, but of the Apoſtles 


only. This offers the plain reaſon why, though Simon 


wondered at ſeeing Philip work miracles, and was 
baptized by him, yet he aſked the Apoſtles only to 
give him the fame power. From this plain relation 

I draw 
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I draw this certain concluſion, that imparting the 
holy Spirit to believers in Chriſt, was the excluſive 
power or office of the Apoſtles, and that no other 
miniſters whatever had power to impart it, whatever 
were the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit they had 
received. In this. opinion I have the concurrence 
of that moſt ingenius writer before quoted. I will 
juſt add Paul's words to Timothy, II. Epiſ. r. 6. 
Wherefore I put thee in mind that thou ſtir up the 
gift of God, i. e. the holy Spirit which is in thee, by 
the putting on of my hands. 3 
This ſervice appears to me to ariſe from a ſpecial 
divine direction to the Apoſtſes, and therefore that 
they did not adopt it of their own accord, or from 
any inſtances of laying on of hands, mentioned in 
the Old Teſtament, or the New, of Jeſus's laying 
on of hands on any patients whom he cured, becauſe 
there is not the leaſt ſimilarity between the ſubjects, 
and particularly the effects of laying on of hands on 
new converts to Chriſt, as related in the New Teſta- 
ment. I may obſerve, that as the firſt giving the 
holy Spirit to the Apoſtles and others, was by its 
being ſhed down on them without the uſe of any 
ſuch means, it was moſt natural for the Apoſtles to 
believe, and alſo to expect it would be conferred on 
converts after a like manner as it was on Cornelius, 
&c. Beſides, if the Apoſtles adopted the ſervice of 
their own accord, I preſume there is not any ſatis- 
factory reaſon that can be given of the ſucceſs at- 
tending it, or why the Apoſtles only practiſed it, 
and not Philip, or other miniſters. But if we admit 
the divine origin of the ſervice, it removes every 
difficulty, and ſhews the true reaſon why the Apoſtles 
only practiſed it, and alſo the miraculous effects 
which took place in their obſerving it. | 
What I have obſerved will, I preſume, receive 
ſome conſiderable force from this conſideration, viz. 
that in Paul's letters to Timothy and Titus, his 
D ſpecial 
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ſpecial companions in the miniſtry, wherein he has 


given them divers directions concerning the Chriſtian 


churches after what manner they were to conduct 


themſelves in his abſence towards their, members, az 


that of Biſhops and Deacons, &c. yet he has not ſo 


much as once mentioned, or even alluded to the ſer- 
vice of laying their hands on new converts, to im. 

to them the holy Spirit. And yet one would 
1magine that occaſions would have occurred of this 
kind, in their viſiting and interfering in their re- 
ligious concerns. What degree of probability there 
is in this conſideration, I ſubmit to your Lordſhip's 


judgment; but another evidence I beg leave to 


produce more forcible than the laſt is, that the 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit which we know with 


certainty the Apoſtles imparted to believers, as al- 
ready ſtated, it is equally certain have for many ages 


ceaſed, and not one of them been exerciſed by any 
one of the diſciples of Chriſt, notwithſtanding prayer 


and laving on of hands has been practiſed time im- 
morial in your church by Biſhops, and in ſome diſ- 


ſenting congregations. This is a-truth founded on 
fact, which I believe you will admit. 

Saint Paul, writing to the Chriſtians at Corinth, 
I. Epiſ. xiii. 8. expreſſes himſelf in theſe words :— 
Charity never faileth ; but whether there be prophe- 
cies, they ſhall fail; whether there be tongues, they 


ſhall ceaſe; whether there be knowledge, (one of the 
gifts of the Spirit. xii. 8, 29.) it ſhall vaniſh away. 


In theſe words he hath compared the duration of 
charity with the duration of thoſe gifts, Of the 


former he hath affirmed, that jt never faileth, or 


will continue always; but that the latter ſhall fail, 


or ceaſe, or vaniſh away. That thoſe three gifts 


have failed or ceaſed for ages paſt to this day, | 


- preſume your Lordſhip will admit; I therefore ſub- 


mit it to your confideration, whether it is not at 


leaſt highly probable, if not with certainty to be in- 


ferred, 
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ferred, that all the other gifts he hath enumerated in 
chap. xii. xiv.” and in other parts of his writings, 


age, anſwered all the wiſe and gracious purpoſes of 
God, in demonſtrating, by unparalleled miracles, 
that the goſpel diſpenſation was revealed from him 


by his Spirit. Or, in the expreſſive words of the 


Apoſtle, Heb. ii. 4. God alſo bearing them witneſs, 
(i. e. his ſervants) both with ſigns and wonders, and 
with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
according to his own will, 8 | 
It is. poſſible that your Lordſhip may be inclined - 
to urge againſt the above concluſion, that in the 
romiſes made of giving the Spirit to believers, and 
in the ſeveral accounts of its being received, record- 
ed in the New Teſtament, there is not any thing ſaid 
or intimated which confines it to the Apoſtles' days. 
That there is not, I readily own; but if this is ad- 


. mitted to be concluſive againſt what I plead for, it 


will follow that there is equal proof from thoſe pro- 


miſes, and what is related of their being fulfilled at 


that time, that believers at this day haye equal evi- 
dence from / thence to expect to receive any one or 
all the miraculous gifts of the Spirit. Or, to cite 
your Lordſhip's words, © The holy Spirit gave his - 
aſſiſtance in an extraordinary mann@ to the firſt 
preachers of the goſpel, and they were ſure of his 
dwelling in them by the power of ſpeaking with 
new tongues, and by the other gifts which he diſ- 
tributed to them.“ That theſe gifts were nat con- 
fined to the miniſters of Chriſt is unqueſtionably 
evident in the New Teſtament, and hath been ſtated, 
That there is an equal ſilence in thoſe writings as to 


the time when they were to ceaſe, is indiſputably 


true; either therefore what I have preſumed to ſup- 
poſe your Lordſhip might abject, mult be ſuppreſſed, 
or otherwiſe it will go to prove, that thoſe miraculous 


gifts you have mentioned, and others, may be ex- 
DS pected 


would likewiſe ceaſe, after they had, in that ſingular - 


| 1 C.: 26-3 | 
pected to be received by miniſters and other difci. 
ples, &c. and exerciſed by them at this day, as they 
were in the Apoltles' days, grounded on a like nega- 
tive proof, that the promiſes made of giving them to 
believers, do not confine them to that day, but ex. 
tend to the preſent time. \ ; 
Should your Lordſhip oppoſe to what I have been 
roving, David's prayer to God not to take his holy 
pirit from him, and ſome ſimilar expreſſions in the 
P' ſalms, as applicable to men at this day, I may ob. 
ſerve that he was a prophet, and to ſuch we know 
God gave his Spirit; but there is not in the law 
any promiſe of it to that people, neither is there any 
account of their receiving it, and therefore the words 
33 of David do not, in my opinion, apply to men at 
tai day. 5 | 
There is one particular promiſe of the Spirit made 
by Chriſt, which your Lordſhip hath noticed, and 
| ſeem to rely on as belonging to his diſciples at this 
day, and is contained in Luke xi. 13, If ye then 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
give the holy Spirit to them that aſk him. Or, as 
in the parallel text in Matthew, Good things. That 
he did not-intend this promiſe ſhould be fulfilled as 
it is literally expreſſed, either in his miniſtry, or after 
his aſcenſion, is exceedingly evident to me from this 
_ conſideration grounded upon facts, namely, becauſe 
the New Teſtament writers have plainly related two 
ways or means only by which it pleaſed God to give 
the Spirit to any of Chriſt's diſciples ; one was by 
the ſhedding down, or pouring it out on them, as 
Acts ii. 1-4. x. 44. the other by the Apoſtles' praying 
and laying their hands on them after baptiſm, as viii. 
15, 16, 17. xix. 5, 6, T hole writers are wholly ſilent 
about any other means, uſed either by the Apoſtles 
or any other diſciple; conſequently there is not a. 
ſingle exhortation in the Acts, or the Epiſtles to any 
GO | diſciple, 
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diſciple, to pray to God for the Spirit to be given 
him, nor one inſtance of its being received by an 
individual, as an anſwer to his prayer, and the reaſon 
of this is obvious and Juſt, becauſe ſincere converts 
received it after baptiſm, and it dwelt or abode ia 
them, of which they were aſſured by its inward 
operation. "pd Gag | 7 


LETTER THE SECOND. 


— 


I Have now, my Lord, in my plain, unlettered 
manner, as far as I am able, collected, and par- 
ticularly ſtated the proofs from ſcripture, why I am 
of opinion that your account of receiving the Spirit, 
and its operation in men at this day, is not conſo- 
nant thereto. My intention in engaging in it, did 
not ariſe from a ſpirit of controverſy, but becauſe I 
judge the ſubject, as it is repreſented in thoſe writings, 
to be highly deſerving the very ſerious attention of 
every Chriſtian, and what ought clearly to be under- 
ſtood by them, if they have any deſire to be familiarly 
acquainted with it. But if what I have ſtated con- 
cerning the Spirit is evidently founded thereon, there 
are ſome very intereſting and important conſequences 
flowing from it, which J ſhall endeavour, as conciſely 
as I can, to offer to your Lordſhip's conſideration, 
and that of the reader; and the firſt that I will men- 
tion is, it lays the axe to the root of enthuſiaſm in 
every gradation of it; for if a man, believing he hath 
received the Spirit, and is actuated by it when he 
hath not, is an enthuſiaſt, it will attach to every en- 
thuſiaſt, from Swedenburg to one of your Lordſhip's 
b Opinion, 
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opihion, concerning receiving the Spirit, and itz 
ration in men; for in my opinion, no man can, 


from the New Teſtament account of the inward - 


operation of the Spirit in men, charge the former 
with being an enthuſiaſt, but what will certainly in- 
clude the latter; nay, my Lord, if an impartial per- 
ſon were to judge by what a man affirms he inwardly 
and frequently experiences of the operation of the 


Spirit, he would allow that he is apparently more 


conſiſtent with the New Teſtament than the latter, 


who frankly confeſſes he hath not the leaſt inward 


experience of its operation, but yet affirms that the 
Spirit doth afford its aſſiſtance to him, by helping 
his infirmities. Upon this very ſubject your Lord- * 
ſhip adviſes young perſons © To beware of thinking 


they are favoured with any extraordinary communi- 


cations of God's Spirit, and ſhun the fellowſhip of 


I thoſe who pretend to them.” (I wiſh, my Lord, 


for ſome reaſons I forbear to mention, you had ſup- 
preſſed the laſt piece of advice). Their preten- 


tions, there is reaſon to believe, are grounded in 


ſelf-deluſion ; for we charitably hope that they are 
not founded on a worſe principle—a deſire of de- 


. Juding others for their own benefit.” In putting a 


ſtop, as much as poſſible, to enthuſiaſm, and its 
ſpreading, and ſome of the. pernicious effects of it, 
as inconſiſtent with rational religion, your Lordſhip 
and the writer are agreed ; and I am convinced that, 
could the enthuſiaſt be prevailed upon, with a mind 


as little biaſſed as poſlible, cloſely to examine the 


ſubject I have ſtated, as it is contained in the New 


Teſtament, he would find very ſtrong and concluſive 


proofs, that his belief, or the aſſurance he has of the 
Spirit operating in him, hath no real, but only an 
imaginary foundation. | 

I will juſt mention one effect often conſequent 
upon an enthuſiaſtical ſtare of mind, which is, that 
at times it is oppreſſed with unpleaſant and diſtreſs- 


ing 


| ( 32 J.. f 
ing apprehenſions that he is not in the favour of 
God, owing to his imagining he does not feel the 
like operations of his Spirit in his heart, as he has at 
other times; but the cauſe and effect of this ſtate of 
mind will be intirely ſuppreſſed or prevented, if 
what hath been ſtated from the New Teſtament is 
founded thereon. That juſt apprehenſions of that 
kind may, and do ariſe in the mind as an effect of a 
criminal conduct, is certainly conſonant to reaſon 
and divine revelation.? :! 

Another conſequence, my Lord, which ariſes fro 
the preceding account of the promiſes of the Spirit, 
and of their accompliſhment is, that it entirely deſtroys 
the infalibility claimed. by the church of Rome, in 
their pretentions to the influence or guidance of the 
Spirit in their deciſions, whether in ſynods or councils, 
becauſe it is entirely unſcriptural; and this holds 
equally true with reſpect to all other denominations who 
are ſeparated from that corrupt and tyrannical church. 
Their deciſions, of whatever nature they be, are to be 
received and conformed to, as the dictates or produc- 
tions of uninſpired men, and therefore may admit of 


VI cannot but think the foregoing proofs and obſervations 
are the only direct and deciſive confutation of the opinion of 
the Quakers, reſpecting the belief of their receiving the Spirit 
as the light within them, which they believe teaches them, 
particularly their teachers, the will of God, and wbich they 
prefer to the written word, I am fully ſatisfied no arguments 
or proofs from the New Teſtament, offered by thoſe who be- 
lieve the Spirit is now received by men, but what will apply, 
with ſtill greater force, in behalf of the above opinion of the 
Quakers ; and if ſo, we may clearly diſcern the true reaſon or 
cauſe why all the writers againſt Barkly's Writings on the 
Teaching of the Spirit have foiled, and ever muſt fail in invali. 
dating and confuting that opinion. The promiſes of the Spirit 
in the New Teſtament, if they are applicable at all to men in 
theſe days, (which however has been proved not to be the caſe) 
are all on their ſide, and not on his who profeſſes to believe in 
the influences of the Spirit, and yet at the ſame time acknow. 
ledges he is wholly ignorant of its operation on his own mind, 
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may render it neceſſary. | Your Lordſhip will not be 
diſpleaſed at my quoting your on words. The Bible 
is the only ſure foundation which: they (the clergy) 


W.. ought to build every article of their faith which they 
pProſeſs; every point of doctrine which they teach: 


all other foundations, whether they be the deciſions of 
councils, the confeſſions of churches, the preſcripts of 
s, or the expoſitions of private men, ought to be 


conſidered by them as ſandy and unſafe, as in no wiſe 


fit to be ultimately relied on. 


e The effect of the eſtabliſhed ſyſtems in obſtrudt- 


ing truth, is to the laſt degree deplorable ; every one 


ſees it in other churches, but ſcarce any one ſuſpects it 


in his. own.” I ſhall beg leave to take notice of ano- 
ther conſequence ariſing from what hath been ſtated 
concerning the gifts of the Spirit, which is, that it ren- 


ders perfectly nugatory, all the proofs from hiſtory, 
and the arguments that have been advanced by men 
of great abilities and learning, .in this and the preced- 


ing ages, to prove, that the gifts of the Spirit, and 
working miracles thereby, deſcended through ages 
ſubſequent to that in which the Apoſtles lived, almoſt 
down to the preſent time. | 

The moſt celebrated oppoſer of this opinion was 
Dr. Middleton, in his very able piece on the Miracu- 
lous Powers, the object of which was to prove, that 
the gifts of the Spirit, for working of miracles; were 
confined to the apoſtolic age; but if he had paid a cloſe 
attention to the ſubject of the preceding pages, as de- 


lineated in the New Teſtament, it would, I preſume, 


have afforded him ſtronger proofs, that his opinion 
was juſtly founded, than any which he has advanced 
in its ſupport. 


I beg leave once more to obtrude on your Lord - 


| ſhip's patience, while 1 offer another conſequence 
which appears to me to be deſerving notice, ariſing 
from the preceding ſubject, viz. that many expreſſions 
- , in 
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alterations or amendments, as times and circumſtances . 
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eſtabliſhed chur 
Il preſume to mention two particulars; one is, that 
at the chriſtening of an infant, the minifter and people 
preſent, pray that God would give it ms holy Spirit, 
and afterwards they thank God, that by his Spirit nge 
hath regenerated it. The other is at confirmation, 
when the biſhop- prays that God would give or impart 
his holy Spirit to the candidate. Whether theſe things 
now mentioned, can be juſtly maintained from the 
writings of the New Teſtament, I ſhall ſubmit to your 
Lordſhip's much ſuperior judgment, juit repeating. 
part of your words. The effect of eſtabliſhed ſyſtems 
in obſtructing truth, is to the laſt degree deplorable ; 
every one ſees it in other churches, but ſcarce one 
ſuſpects it in his own.” - | 5 5 
The ſubject under conſideration, my Lord, appears 
to me to be fo very intereſting and important, eſpecially 
to an inquiſitive' mind, that I am conſtrained to pro- 
poſe another conſequence, ariſing from what I preſume 
to think. I have proved and eftabliſhed, which is, that 
it entirely eradicates an opinion prevalent, not only in 
your church, but alſo in moſt others, which is, that 
unleſs a man is inſpired, or taught the word of God by 
the Spirit of God, he is not qualified to teach men the 
pure and unmixed goſpel of Chriſt. Bur this opinion, 
I conceive, can never be clearly proved from the New 
| K Teſtament. 
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8 Teſtament. That the Apoſtles, and other miniſters q 


is one thing I will juſt notice, reſpecting miniſters in 


their converſion was not effected by an inward agency, 
8 or 
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Chriſt, were taught by the Spirit, and thereby quali. 


fied to preach the goſpel, is admitted; but thoſe gif 
were confined to that day, as I have proved. There 


this day, which does not ſeem very conſiſtent, and, 
am ſure, is not founded upon any one inſtance, as the 

ractice of miniſters, or others, contained in the Ney 
Teſtament, and that is, every Lord's day, they pray 
to God to give them and the people his Spirit, which 
certainly ſuppoſes they believe it hath departed from 
them in the interval of the week ; for if they really 
experienced, by its operation, that it abided or dwelt 
in them, as it is certain it did in the primative be- 
lievers, whether miniſters or people, they could not, 
conſiſtent there with, pray to God to give it them when 
miniſtering the word. So powerful is inconſiderate 


habit or cuſtom, even in very ſenſible men 


I will once more requeſt your Lordſhip's indulgence, 
while I deduce another conſequence, from what hath 
been attempted to be proved and eſtabliſhed in the 
preceding pages, namely, that the opinion entertained 
by miniſters and people of every denomination, and 
ſanctioned by time, concerning the inward agency ot 


_ operation of the holy Spirit on the heart of ſinners, as 
one means of effecting their converſion, and that with- 
out this agency or inward operation, the word preach- 


ed to them would be of no effect, is wholly without 
foundation in the New Teſtament. The ſtate of the 
Samaritan converts is related, Acts viii. 5—17. In 
which Luke expreſsly affirms, that till Peter and John 
came thither, the Holy Ghoſt had fallen upon none of 
them, only they -were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jeſus; but after they had prayed and laid their 


Sx) hands on them, they received the holy Spirit. From 


whence it is obvious at ſight, as a plain inſtance, that 
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ceeding plain and certain, in verſes 5—12, 14. Then 


Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Chriſt unto them, and the people with one accord 
gave heed unto thoſe things which Philip ſpake, hear- 
ing and ſeeing the miracles' which he did. When 
they believed Philip preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
they were baptized, both men and women. When. 
the Apoſtles heard that Samaria had received the word + 
of God, they ſent Peter and John. Agreeable to this 
lation is what the writer takes notice concerning 
Peter's diſcourſe ro the Jews, ii. 37, 38, 39, 41, Viz. 
that preaching-the word in conjunction with working 
miracles, were the only means which produced their 
conviction, and led them to aſk him what they muſt 
do to obtain forgiveneſs of God. To which the 
Apoſtle anſwgrs, repent and be baptized every one of 
you, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of 
ſins, and ye ſhall (then) receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; which clearly proves that they had not then 
received it. See Epheſians, i. 13, 14. Theſe plain 
inſtances, particularly the former, appear to me de- 
cidedly to prove, that even in the days of the Apoſtles, 
ſinners were converted to God, without the inward 
operation of his Spirit, and that the Apoſtles did fort 
teach men to expect it; however, it is in this day re- 
peatedly taught men, by miniſters and others, of every 
ſect. I may juſt obſerve, that there is not a ſingle 
inſtance in all Luke's hiſtory of the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, nor even in the Epiſtles, of any one being 
converted by the internal operation of the holy Spirit, 
nor ſo much as an alluſion to one; and yet, conſider- 
ing the particularity in which Luke hath related-the 


112 To urge againſt this,. that they had received the ordinary | 


gift of the Spirit, is diſcoyntenanced by the ſilence of the writer, 
23 | means 
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lowing texts, Acts xvii. 2, 3, 4. And Paul, as his 
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. wrote, I. Epiſ. ii. 13, ſaying, For this cauſe thank we 
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as the word of men, but (as it is in truth) the word 
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means that were made uſe of, and ith et 
in converting finners he would not have omitted one 
arm, ſingular, but it is a fact he hath not. 
I will beg leave f ef gies ſubmit to your Lordſhip' 
potice,a few of our bles, in which he has de. 
ſcribed the means by which # men are called or invited 
into the goſpel of 2 kingdom, and that is, by preach- 
ing the word to them without giving the leaſt hint of 
the inward co-operation of the Spirit on their hearts, 
to render it ſalutary to their being ſaved, Mat. aii. 
2823, xxii. 110, Lake xiv. 16—24. 
Perfectly conſonant with his plain meaning in theſe 
parables is his-commiſſion to his Apoſtles, Mark xvi, 
15, 16. And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the goſpel to every creature, He 
that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he 
that-believeth not, ſhall be damned. Compare Luke 
xxiv. 46, 47. - 
Conformably hereto is what is ed in the fol- 


manner was, went into the ſynagogue, and three ſab- 

bath- -days reaſoned with the Jews out of the ſcriptures, 
opening and alledging that Chriſt muſt needs have ſuf- 
fered, and riſen again from the dead, and that this 
Jeſus whom I preach unto you is Chriſt, And ſome 
of them believed, and conſorted with Paul and Silas; 
and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of 
the chief women not a few, To theſe Chriſtians he 


God without ceaſing, becauſe when ye received the 
word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not 


of God which effectually worketh alſo in you that be- 
lieve. Acts xvii. And when the Jews at Corinth op- 

poſed themſelves, and blaſphemed, he ſhook his rai- 
— and faid unto them, Your blood be upon your 
own heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will go 


unto the Gentiles. And Criſpes, the chief ruler of 


the 
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the ſynagogue, believed on the Lordwith all his houſe; 
and many of the Corinthians hearing, believed and 

were baptized. To theſe Chriſtians he wrote, I. Epi. 
iv. 15. For in Chriſt Jeſus I have begat you by the 1 
goſpel. James, writing to the diſperſed belie ving ü 
Jews, tells them, Of God's own will begat he us with - 
the word of truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſts 
fruits of his creatures. And Peter addreſſes the Gen- 
tile converts in theſe words, I. Epiſ. i. 23, 25. Being . 
born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but of incor- 
ruptible by the word of God, which liveth and abideth 
for ever. And this is the word which ip the goſpel 
is preached unte you 433119 
From the foregoing obſervations, and our Lord's 
promiſes to his Apoſtles, of ſending them the holy 
Spirit, already quoted, which were not fulfilled till 
after he was aſcended at the right hand of God, as 
Acts ii. 33; or, as. John expreſſes it, vii. 39, not till 
he was glorified it follows, in my opinion, with an 
entire certainty, that when Jeſus. ſaid to Nicodemus, 
Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God, that by the 
word ſpirit he did not intend the holy Spirit of pro- 
miſe, which, by its internal operation on the heart of 
a ſinner, would be one of the efficient means of his 
being born again, or regenerated, and become his 
diſciple. Beſides, there is not the leaſt account, or 
even an alluſion, in the Evangeliſts, that the Spirit was 
given even to the Apoſtles, or any other of his diſ- 
ciples, in his miniſtry. From hence I deduce this 
evident concluſion, that expoſiters of every ſect have 
failed in explaining our Lord's genuine meaning in 
the word ſpirit, as one of the internal means of a 
ſinner's being born again, or converted to Chriſt. - 

By the word ſpirit, therefore, I am led to under- 
ſtand Jeſus to mean the revelation of the Spirit in the 
word of God, as the good feed ſown by Jeſus and his 
miniſters, and one of the means by which ſinners _ 

orn 
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RE 5 born Ins or converted; and this, I prefume, will 
— be juſtly founded, upon conſulting his para. 
dles already cited, and the paſſages 1 have « connected 
with them. 
If the foregoing p ee which Chriſt made of giving 
the Spirit to the Apoſtles and his other diſciples, and 
their being fülfilled, are. confined to that time, have 
been clearly aſcertained from the New Teſtament, it 
follows, — when he ſaid to his Apoſtles, Lo I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the world, that 
he did not mean that he would be with his miniſters, 
by giving them his Spirit in all fucceeding ages, as, I 
believe, is generally underſtood by divines and others. 
The following texts, beſides many others, I am fatis- 
fied, will clearly ſhew what is his genuine meaning, by 
deſcribing after What manner he was with them, and 
the unqueſtionable proofs they had of his promiſe being 
fulfilled. John-xiv. 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23. Matt. x. 
19, 20. Luke xxi. 14, 15. Acts ii. 33, 36. iv. 8, and 
23—31. v. 17. and vi. 9—15, 5460. xii. 3-114. 
From the foregoing quotations of the promiſes of 
the Spirit to all Chriſt's diſciples, and the texts already 
cited, proof were in divers gifts given to them, 
and which they exerciſed, as 1s particularly ſtated by 
the Apoſtle. I. Cor. xii. xiv. Epheſ. iv. 11—16. From 
whence [preſume I may. draw this clear and certain 
concluſion, viz. that Chrift's diſciples were adults only, 
agreeable to our Lord's commiſſion to his Apoſtles. 
To. = all nations, &c. &c. to. teach them to ob- 
ſervk all things whatſoe ver he had commanded them. 
For I cannot help thinking it muſt appear; to an im- 
partial judge, to be highly irrational to believe, that 
| infants had given them the gift of propheſy, &c. &c. 
as 1s related in the above chapters. 
In delivering my. opinion concerning the Spirit 
being given to the miniſters of Chriſt, and to all his 
other fincere diſciples in the days of the Apoſtles, 1 


am PI ſenſible of the want of abilities, and of a —_ 
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as that I hae ks. Your Lordſhip's abilities 
are eminently diſtinguiſhed and revered by all true 
lovers of ſacred literature: to that I look up with the 
- moſt cheering hope, that amidſt all the imperfeRions 
of this Addreſs. to your Lordſhip, both 1n ſtile and 
grammatical conſtruction, the upright 1 intention of the 
writer will not be overlooked. 

N. B. I beg leave, my Lord, as an individual * 
religious and civil community, to take this opportunity 
to give you my hearty thanks for your admirable 
Apology for the Bible, which eannot but meer with 
the fulleſt approbation, and excite grateful ſentiments. 
in the mind of every genuine friend to the ſacred 
-writings, and I heartily wiſh it may, in the moſt ex- 
tenſive manner, an . Yoon and laudable | IN» 
tention. ö 2 2 7:20 L 
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